
Dear La Conner School District families, 
 
Let us start by thanking the back to school committee and all its members for helping 
make the decision to start school all online. We were ahead of Jay Inslee's 
recommendation and ahead of many school districts in our area! Having said that, there 
is still much to do. We want to update the La Conner Community about what has been 
going on since the committee met. Curiosity, we are sure, drives the questions that we 
are receiving. 
 
We pledge that remote learning this September will look very different than the spring. 
We learned some important lessons from our quick transition to remote learning in the 
2019-20 school year. Those lessons have helped to inform the conversation about 
returning to school in the 2020-21 school year and adapting our practices to create 
more robust online learning opportunities. We want to be sure every one of our students 
and teaching staff is well-equipped for this shift. We all want learning this fall to be much 
stronger than what we had last spring and expect all students (and staff!) to be engaged 
full time in the business of learning. Students will not be expected to be on a 
computer screen during the entire day.  
 
Going all online with a rigorous program presents a huge task. While there are 
challenges, there are also opportunities for us to re-think our entire education 
system which calls for a community effort to be successful.  For this reason, we are 
branding our effort with the phrase LA CONNER CONNECT. It will take all of us 
connecting together to be sure our students learn. Connecting the teaching staff with 
students and with parents/guardians, the district with the community and the tribe, and 
all other combinations. The command form of the verb holds us all accountable. How 
can we better connect, so that students engage with their learning, and achieve at high 
levels? We know that by working together with our community and listening to the 
important messages being shared, we will give our students the education, security, and 
emotional well-being they need to develop the skills needed to be successful in post-
secondary education, careers, and life. 
 
For students and families, we want you to know that La Conner is committed to making 
sure every student has what is needed to do the work. Every student will have a device 
(no longer one device per family) and other classroom supplies. We will do our best to 
help with internet connectivity problems. Some have floated the idea of helping create 
student learning areas in homes by bringing in classroom desks – we are open to 
hearing what would help you as caregivers. 
 
Beyond our LA CONNER CONNECT philosophy and our effort with supplies, here are a 
few more specifics you should know. 
 
With staff collaboration, each school has chosen a Learning Management System (or 
LMS). An LMS is used to post and submit assignments, look at grades, assess, and 
monitor progress. Parents and Caregivers will use this, in addition to students and 
teaching staff (yes, we will provide training). The Elementary School selected Seesaw, 

https://web.seesaw.me/


and the secondary selected Canvas. No need to create an account yet – we will do that 
with you at Welcome Back Braves’ days (more information below). 
 
We have several staff members in each building who are experts in their LMS. Further, 
many of our staff are taking a course right now on how to better provide online learning. 
We will continue our professional development efforts to be sure our staff is equipped 
for their duties. We have workgroups, either in place or in formation, to address our 
students' social-emotional needs, family support, and professional development. Other 
groups may follow. 
 
Schedules at both schools will look different. We are paring down the total number of 
classes a student has to take to make the learning more manageable. Doing this may 
make it possible to fit in extra offerings, such as social-emotional small groups, 
academic interventions, enrichment projects or events, and other activities. Schedules 
will be coordinated district wide and published to prevent competing Zoom sessions and 
allow for greater planning. Students will not be expected to be on a computer screen 
during the entire day. Further details and resources are continuing to be worked out 
by our teams.  
 
We will soon start offering the opportunity to serve a few students on campus with 
teaching staff, with the hope to expand as health conditions allow and caregivers feel 
comfortable while following health and safety guidelines. We understand that some 
families may have needs or vulnerabilities that prevent them from coming on campus. 
There will be no more than five people in any room, and we will make every effort not to 
expose one group of people to another. Before entering a building, every person will be 
subject to a safety protocol, including a temperature check. The health and safety of 
students and staff is our top priority in addition to providing quality education. 
 
To help us prepare for online learning, we will delay the start of the year.  Welcome 
Back Braves’ days will be September 10 and 11, and the first student learning day will 
be September 14. This allows our teams ample time to plan and make the best choice 
to deliver safe and high-quality student learning experiences for the upcoming school 
year. 
 
Last, as we continue to work on our LA CONNER CONNECT plan, we want to invite the 
community to upcoming town hall sessions. All are welcome and encouraged to attend. 
These will be held on Zoom, beginning Wednesday, August 12 through September 9, 
6:30 to 8:00 pm. Visit our website and Facebook page for additional information. 
 
Thank you for your involvement and suggestions as we prepare for a new way of 
learning.  We are committed to doing what is best for our students, staff, and 
community.  
 
 
Stay safe. We hope to see you Wednesday evening at the Town Hall meetings. 
#WeAreBrave  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2GMkW7OPQE
https://zoom.us/j/6744625934?pwd=RVE3cjlqT2FPdUNCUTZpcnYrWmdXZz09

